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Committee 2019 – 2020

President

Steve Peterson

Mobile: 0407 831 017
Home: 5979 2787
Email: speterson@bigpond.com

Vice President
Club Permit Officer

Tony Anastasio

Mobile: 0419 506 200
Email: tnahvlle@hotmail.com

Secretary/Public Officer

Lois Peterson

Mobile: 0417 017 990
Home: 5979 2787
Email: speterson@bigpond.com

Treasurer

Chris Cook

Mobile: 0430 222 755
Email: ccook@automatedlogic.com.au

Public relations

Bob Stertern-Gill

Mobile: 0411 862 955
Home: 5941 4502 Fax: 5941 4502
Email: bobsg66@gmail.com

Membership/Merchandise
Officer

Lois Peterson

Mobile: 0417 017 990
Home: 5979 2787
Email: speterson@bigpond.com

Newsletter / Web Editor

John Fagnani

Mobile: 0408 566 881
Email: john.fags@hotmail.com

Club Permit Officers

David Desira

Mobile: 0418 106 333
Email: dd@advancedinstruments.com.au
Mobile: 0411 691 957
Email: chevyredhire@iprimus.com.au

Tony Cappola

Membership
Full membership to the 55-56-57 Chevrolet Club of Victoria requires that you own a Chevrolet vehicle (of any year or model)
and attend three meetings or club outings before becoming a “Full Member”.
New membership fee is $85 - new members receive a club polo shirt, stubby cooler and car club sticker. Renewal fees are
payable at the August meeting and are currently $60 per year, for both metro and country.
Associate Membership is open to those who do not currently own a Chevrolet but would enjoy our Club and its activities.

Meetings
First Wednesday of every month. (No meeting held in January) Starting time is 8:00 pm.
The Pines Learning Centre. 520 Blackburn Road, East Doncaster. Melways reference: 34 / D5
(The hall is directly behind the Pines Shopping Centre & The Pines Learning Centre is clearly sign posted)

Bank Details
Bank, CBA, Branch, Clayton (Vic)

Account number: 10087066

BSB: 063 121

Club Address
Address for club correspondence is: 55-56-57 Chevrolet Club of Victoria, PO Box 423, Hastings, Vic. 3915

Website: www.567chevclub.org.au

Information: info@567chevclub.org.au
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Presidents Report
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Meeting Minutes

Hi Members,
With the current restrictions regarding gatherings our meeting room is still closed.
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Letters From The Editor
Hi everyone,
Our cover photo features . Top, Black 57 Chev running on empty, and on the R.H. Side white 57
Chev owner Steve Peterson.
Bottom, features red 57 Chev. 2nd. Chev Nats Camberra, owner Colin McPhee.
In this month issue we feature our club member John Xidis, with the complete re-build of his
beautiful 1956 Chev. 2 door Coup Bel Air.
We are currently in the process of updating our club Web site. Thanks to Peter Forbes for his
expertise, knowledge and assistance the web should be up end running soon.
Once completed, all members will advise by email.
Thank you Des Kelly, Jeff Wilson and Steve Peterson for their contributions for this edition.
Please take care everyone , stay safe and look after yourselves. Fingers crossed hope we can
get the Beveridge club run going.

Drive carefully and stay safe.
Cheers
John

Newsletter Advertisement
$70 for ¼ Page
$100 for ½ Page
$140 for Full Page
*Advertisements are for 1 year. They can be altered or
changed prior to the newsletter going to print
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1956 CHEV 2 DOOR COUPE BEL AIR
Owner : John Xidis
Purchased vehicle in January 2008, started build in October 2008, completed and fully registered June 2011.
Had originally purchase a 56 2 door Bel Air sedan, during fabrication works the 56 coupe came up for sale from in
America, a mate organized the purchase for me thru his contacts. A 56 coupe was the vehicle I wanted, it was an
opportunity that I could not pass up. A full restoration was required.
I wanted to build a vehicle from scratch, my own works (along with talented persons) that was my weekend driver,
had no intention of purchasing someone else’s dream. We had put the 2 door sedan aside which it still is and
concentrated on the coupe.
Body work and fabrication was all handled by a good mate of mine Kiwi Dale, an experienced panel beater and
fabricator that has a great attention to detail. He worked on my car on weekend in his garage.
Matt from Badland Bodyworks – Bayswater sprayed the vehicle, the paint works came out better than I had
expected. I was concerned about spraying the vehicle one colour and not going traditional two tone. Matt worked
well with Dale to paint the car in stages. All paint supplies used were PPG, from your high fill epoxy, polyester and
custom red top coats.
I met Michael Kendall – Clayton Holden Wreckers for the first time when he knocked on my parents front door, he
was taking his dog for a walk and had seen the vehicle when I first purchased it and was storing it at my parents.
He asked to have a look at it, talked for a while about his past Chev’s and passions. I asked Michael when it came
time for the engine & running gear for the vehicle if he would be interested on working on the car which he said
yes.
Michael and I had Frank from Headspec – Clayton rebuild the engine that the car came with into something
reliable, 350 Chev with a mild cam.
Once the body was sprayed, we transported the vehicle back to Dale’s to lift the body off the chassis so works to
the chassis could start. The chassis was sand blasted and then transported to my parents carport in Mt Waverley
where chassis was spayed and Michael and I assembled the running gear, differential, brakes/fuel lines run. Then
back to Dale’s for the body to be mounted and then back to the car port for more work.
About midnight on a weeknight when we completed the engine install, not sure if it was Michaels or my idea to
fire up the engine for the first time. Great to see they neighbours enjoyed the entertainments, started first pop.
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1956 CHEV 2 DOOR COUPE BEL AIR
The vehicle was then transported back to Dales for the body & guards to be assembled. Once all parts were fitted
and gapped, the vehicle then returned to Mt Waverley for further assembly. From there the vehicle went to
Michael & Ross at the Sunroof Centre – Noble Park for the wiring and instruments to be fitted. These guys have a
great appreciation for these old girls.

The glass & window gear was installed by Dave – Road Runner Glass in my fathers carport, great service and
price. Friends have used Dave for his service for their projects and he had come highly recommended and now I
know why. No scratches to the paint works and everything works well.
Came time for the interior, Adrian from Kool Trim who invited me to have a look at his workshop, I knew I had the
right guy. Adrian took the time to work with me, we had gone thru all materials and options for the vehicle and
what he could do. He stripped the seats and made them better than new. We had used the internal door trim
from a 55 Bel Air as the stainless is not as chunky as a 56 and the arm rest were more appealing.
I really enjoy getting in the car and going cruising with the 567 Chev Club or just a general drive with the wife or
the boys, driven in all weather conditions and not transported on a trailer. Your car will get scratched, get dints
and get dirty from use and that’s why us guys have an excuse to spend time cleaning our cars. FYI, sitting in the
garage collecting dust. Have been given a fair bit of flack not putting a baby seat in the back for daughter my
daughters. One day they will be able to sit in the front and drive it themselves. I still get annoyed when they wear
gum boots covered in dirt and jump over the front seat to get to the back.
The vehicle was entered in the 2012 Hot Rod Show in which it took 1st Place – Custom Classic. I was blown away
as there are so many great cars that entered. The Chev was built as a driver, built in garages and carports and not
some fancy shop. It goes to show who you know and not how deep your pockets are. I now appreciate and
understand all the hard work that goes into getting cars looking good.
I had a great experience building my car, more so to the fact I had the right guys working on it that made it an
enjoyable experience. You hear so many horror stories that make you cringe from being overcharged to poor
workmanship.

Without the great works carried out by Kiwi Dale & Michael, I would never have undertaken such a project of full
restoration. The two of them made this project very enjoyable and educated me in the process.
Ten years later on, looking at another project. The Chev was built at a time I was single, pockets are not as full
having a wife and three young girls. Will have to resort to going to Super cheap Auto and buying spray cans to
paint the car.
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Howard Coal Festival
Des Kelly has escaped our Melbourne lockdown in exchange to good old sunny Queensland,
especially to the Howard Coal Festival held each year.
Celebrating 150 years since the discovery of coal in the Burrum district. Celebrations held in Howard
with street parade and other activities at the museum, school and car show.
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Howard Coal Festival
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Howard Coal Festival

17
FOR THOSE OF US BORN IN THE 40’s, 50’s, 60’s & 70’s
DO YOU REMEMBER THIS!!
Firstly, we survived being born to mothers who probably smoked and/or drank while they carried us, we lived in
houses built with asbestos. They took Aspirin and Bex and virtually nobody got tested for diabetes or cancer.
Our baby cribs were painted in bright coloured lead-based paint!!.
There were no childproof lids on medicine bottles, doors or cabinets, we rode push bikes with no helmets or
shoes on.
As kids we rode in cars with no seat belts, or air bags, riding in the back of a ute was always a great treat.
We drank water from a garden hose, not a bottle, we shared a bottle of sugary soft drink with 4 of our mates,
and nobody actually died from this!!.
Takeaway food was limited to the good old Fish & Chips, there were no McDonalds, KFC, Subway, Red Rooster,
or Pizza shops. All shops closed at 6.00pm, and did not open at weekends, somehow we managed not to starve
to death!!.
We would collected old drink bottles and cash them in at the corner shop and bought lollies with the money.
We were always outside playing, we would leave home in the mornings and play all day with our friends,
nobody would be able to find us all day, but we were ok. We spent hours building go-carts, cubbies and tree
houses, we played with matchbox toys and marbles, we did not have Play Stations, Nintendo’s, X-boxes or video
games. There were only 4 channels on TV, no videos or surround sound, no mobile phones or computers, we
just had friends to play with. We fell over, got cuts and bruises, the odd broken tooth, there were no law suits as
a result of these accidents. We were given BB guns and sling shots for our birthday.
You could only buy Easter Eggs and Hot Cross buns at Easter time, no really!!!.
Mum did not work to help dad make ends meet, we had footy try-outs for the team, not everybody made the
team, we learnt to deal with disappointment, imagine that!!.
School teachers used to hit us with sticks and straps, bullies ruled the school yard, and the idea of your parents
bailing you out if you broke the law was unheard of.
These generations of people have produced some of the best risk-takers, problem solvers, and inventors ever.
We had freedom, failure, success and responsibility, and we learned how to deal with it all, congratulations you
are one these people.
You might want to share this with others, who had the good luck of growing up in this era, before the lawyers,
governments and “PC” brigade regulate our lives, for our own good!!!!.
While you ponder this, past it onto your kids, let them know how brave we really were.
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Wanted/Buy/Sell

For Sale:
Vintage Air Gen 11 mini, A/C, heater,
demister unit.
Brand new not used, comes with control
panel, hot water switch and accessories.
$1000.

Buy:
I’m after a 1957Bel Air two door hard top,
concourse restored car.
Very genuine inquiry.

Jeff Wilson, 0475 609 961.

Vince Colagiuri ( Sydney based )
Mobile: 0458 220 169

For sale:
Datsun 260C power Steering Box
Price $2000.00.

Wanted:
VL Commodore Nissan 6 Cylinder Engine
or Just the bottom half.

Tony Anastasio

Ian Barnes 0402 082 685
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Wanted/Buy/Sell
For Sale:
5,6,7 RHD steering column & steering box. Contact:
Ross Anderson 0438 557 704.

WANTED:
Gear linkages for a 1957 L/H drive
column to power glide auto.
If parts are available I will arrange pick
up.
Contact: Dennis 0416264070

Wanted:
tall deck (10.2’’ deck height). Big Block
Chev engine. 502 cubic inch or bigger.
Contact: Barnsey 0402 082 685.

For Sale:
3 sets of brand new personalised Victorian
number plates.
HOTCHV, MYCHVY, CHVE-55
All 3 have white letters/numbers on red
background with a white border.
$1,000 per set of plates. Contact: Peter 0417 350
793 or Email: hotchev1955@gmail.com

WANTED:
Stock 1956 chassis. Contact Steven
0415 615 766 (NSW)

Buy:
5,6,7 Bench seat, any condition. Contact Ian Barnes
0402 082 685
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Merchandise
Base Ball Jackets: Black with dark grey stripe around collar and sleeves- $140
Layer Jackets: Black with front embroidered - $80
Black with front and back embroidered - $95 >New!!!
Rugby tops: Adults - Navy (red for ladies) with Denim Collar - $55
“
“
Kids - Navy or Red with Denim Collar - $40
Polo Shirts: Black with Bow-Tie emblem on collar & sleeves - $30
Ladies Club Shirts in Mid-Blue available in short or ¾ sleeve
Cherry Red shirt available in cap sleeve $45 *Two designs available. Sizes 6 to 26.
All tops now available with your name embroidered on them. ($10 extra)
Stubby Holders - $5.00
Ring or see Lois for available sizes
Hats - $15

Below: Ladies Shirt (cherry red and Mid Blue)
Left: Emblem
Right: Stubby
Holder

Below: Rugby
Shirt

Right and
above: Front
and back
Baseball
Jacket

Above: Polo shirts
(all members
receive one when
they first become
members)

Above: Layer Jacket
>New!
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Differential REPAIRS & Modifications
Call Andrew Wakartschuk
for all your diff requirements
=======================

SUPA TRIK ENGINEERING
29A Dandenong Street, Dandenong, VIC 3175
Phone: (03) 9793 1915
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